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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 

In the Matter of the     ) 
      ) Supreme Ct. No. S-   
      ) 
2021 Redistricting Plan.   ) Superior Court Case Nos. 
      ) 3AN-21-08869 CI 
      ) 3VA-21-00080 CI 

 
STATEMENT OF POINTS ON APPEAL 

[R. App. P. 204(e)] 
 

 The City of Valdez and Mark Detter (“Appellants”), through its counsel, Brena, Bell 

& Walker, P.C., pursuant to Alaska Rule of Appellate Procedure 216.5(b) and 204(e), 

hereby file their Statement of Points on Appeal with respect to their appeal to the Alaska 

Supreme Court from the Superior Court Finding of Facts and Conclusions of Law and 

Order (“FFCL”), issued February 15, 2022.  Appellants have been advised by the Clerk of 

Appellate Courts that a Petition for Review should be filed on or before Tuesday, February 

22, 2022.  However, out of an abundance of caution Appellants file their Statement of 

Points on Appeal.  Appellants intend to rely on the following points in their appeal: 

1. The trial court erred in failing to remand the 2021 Proclamation Plan back to 

the Board for failure to satisfy constitutional redistricting criteria. 

2. The trial court erred in failing to remand Districts 29, 36 and 39 back to the 

Board for failure to satisfy constitutional redistricting criteria. 

3. The trial court erred in finding that District 29 contains a relatively integrated 

socio-economic area as required by article VI, section 6 of the Alaska Constitution. 
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4. The trial court erred in determining that District 29 is substantially similar to 

District 9 in the 2013 Proclamation and District 12 in the 2002 Proclamation and, therefore, 

contains a relatively socio-economically integrated area.   

5. The trial Court erred in determining that Valdez and the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough (“Mat-Su Borough”) are socio-economically integrated because both 

communities are socio-economically integrated with Anchorage. 

6. The trial court erred by misapplying Kenai Peninsula Borough as support for 

the Court’s determination that Valdez and the Mat-Su Borough are sufficiently socio-

economically integrated. 

7. The trial court erred in relying on evidence of homogeneity to support a 

finding of relative socio-economic integration in District 29. 

8. The trial court erred by finding that the lack of socio-economic ties among 

communities within District 29 was justified in order to maximize the constitutional 

requirements of contiguity and compactness. 

9. The trial court erred by finding that “none of the other options available to 

the Board created greater socio-economic integration for the district that includes Valdez 

without sacrificing constitutional compliance elsewhere.”1 

10. The trial court erred in finding that District 29 is formed of compact territory 

as required by article VI, section 6 of the Alaska Constitution. 

                                              
1  FFCL at 84.  
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11. The trial court erred in finding that District 36 contains a relatively integrated 

socio-economic area as required by article VI, section 6 of the Alaska Constitution. 

12. The trial court erred in relying on evidence of homogeneity to support a 

finding of relative socio-economic integration in District 36.  

13. The trial court erred by finding that the lack of socio-economic ties among 

communities in District 36 was justified in order to maximize the constitutional 

requirements of contiguity and compactness.   

14. The trial court erred in relying on evidence of socio-economic integration 

among Native communities within District 36 as evidence of socio-economic integration 

among the communities within District 36 as a whole.  

15. The trial court erred in finding that District 36 is formed of compact territory 

as required by article VI, section 6 of the Alaska Constitution. 

16. The trial court erred in finding that the Board was reasonable in determining 

that redistricting alternatives placing Fairbanks North Star Borough (“FNSB”) population 

in more than one district with population outside of FNSB were not viable. 

17. The trial court erred by not finding that the Board failed to consider viable 

alternatives based upon a misunderstanding of Alaska law regarding the doctrine of 

proportionality and the anti-dilution rule.  

18. The trial court erred in finding that Valdez, as a result of its placement in 

District 29, has not been denied its right to geographic equal protection and fair and 

effective representation.   
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19. The trial court erred in finding that the Board took a hard look and engaged 

in reasoned decision-making with regard to Districts 29 and 36. 

20. The trial court erred in finding that school districts are a primary form of 

local government boundaries that the constitution explicitly states may be taken into 

consideration.  

21. The trial court erred in finding that ANCSA boundaries may be used to 

establish socio-economic integration within districts that are predominantly non-Native. 

22. The trial court erred by allowing the Board to use ANCSA boundaries 

inconsistently in the redistricting process.  

23. The trial court erred by allowing the Board to use local government 

boundaries inconsistently in the redistricting process. 

24. The trial court erred in finding that the Board sufficiently followed the Hickel 

process despite finding that “transcripts and videos of public Board meetings make it 

abundantly clear that Board Members were actively considering VRA-related issues since 

the beginning of the process.”2 

25. The trial court erred in finding that the Board took “a “hard look” at the issue 

of where to put Valdez and certainly did not ignore public testimony”3 and, therefore, did 

not violate article VI, section 10 or due process. 

                                              
2 FFCL at 128.  
3 FFCL at 147.  
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26. The trial court erred in concluding that the Board complied with the public 

hearing requirements of article VI, section 10. 

27. The trial court erred in finding that the Board did not violate article VI, 

section 6 and due process with regard to Valdez by allocating disparate weight to public 

testimony and constitutional criteria to advance individual Board Member priorities. 

28. The trial court erred by failing to consider whether the Board improperly 

prioritized creating a district that included all Doyon and Ahtna villages over the 

constitutional redistricting criteria set forth in article VI, section 6.  

29. The trial court erred by not finding that the Board improperly prioritized the 

creation of a Doyon-Ahtna district, District 36, over the constitutional criteria set forth in 

article VI, section 6. 

30. The trial court erred by not finding that Districts 29 and 36 were drawn based 

upon personal Board Member preferences that were contrary to the overwhelming majority 

of public testimony.  

31. The trial court erred in finding that Open Meetings Act violations did not 

warrant voiding any specific action.   

32. The trial court erred in not requiring the Board to consistently apply 

redistricting criteria including those set forth in article VI, section 6. 

33. The trial court erred by holding that the Board did not violate the due process 

clause of the Alaska Constitution with regard to Valdez.  
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 17th day of February, 2022. 

      BRENA, BELL & WALKER, P.C. 
      Counsel for Appellant CITY OF VALDEZ and  

MARK DETTER 
 
  
      By  //s// Jake W. Staser     
  Robin O. Brena, AK Bar No. 8410089 
       Jake W. Staser, AK Bar No. 1111089 

Laura S. Gould, AK Bar No. 0310042 
Jon S. Wakeland, AK Bar No. 0911066 

       810 N Street, Suite 100 
       Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
       Phone: (907) 258-2000 

Fax (907) 258-2001 
       Email:   rbrena@brenalaw.com  
         jstaser@brenalaw.com 
         lgould@brenalaw.com  
    jwakeland@brenalaw.com 

mailto:rbrena@brenalaw.com
mailto:jstaser@brenalaw.com
mailto:lgould@brenalaw.com
mailto:jwakeland@brenalaw.com
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 

In the Matter of the     ) 
      ) Supreme Ct. No. S-   
      ) 
2021 Redistricting Plan.   ) Superior Court Case Nos. 
      ) 3AN-21-08869 CI 
      ) 3VA-21-00080 CI 

 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
 

City of Valdez and Mark Detter (“Appellants”), through their counsel, Brena, Bell 

& Walker, P.C., hereby give notice, Alaska Rule of Appellate Procedure 216.5(b) and 

204(e) of their appeal to the Supreme Court of the State of Alaska from the “Findings of 

Fact and Conclusions of Law and Order,” issued by the Superior Court on February 15, 

2022, in the above-referenced consolidated case. Appellants have been advised by the 

Clerk of Appellate Courts that a Petition for Review should be filed on or before Tuesday, 

February 22, 2022.  However, out of an abundance of caution Appellants file their Notice 

of Appeal. .   

This Notice of Appeal is accompanied by: 

1. Statement of Points on Appeal, 

2. Docketing Statement with attached order from which the appeal is taken, 

3. Filing fee in the amount of $250, and 

4. Certificate of Service. 
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 17th day of February, 2022. 

      BRENA, BELL & WALKER, P.C. 
Counsel for Appellant CITY OF VALDEZ and 
MARK DETTER 

 
  
      By  //s// Jake W. Staser     
  Robin O. Brena, AK Bar No. 8410089 
       Jake W. Staser, AK Bar No. 1111089 

Laura S. Gould, AK Bar No. 0310042 
Jon S. Wakeland, AK Bar No. 0911066 

       810 N Street, Suite 100 
       Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
       Phone: (907) 258-2000 

Fax (907) 258-2001 
       Email:   rbrena@brenalaw.com  
         jstaser@brenalaw.com 
         lgould@brenalaw.com  
         jwakeland@brenalaw.com 
            

mailto:rbrena@brenalaw.com
mailto:jstaser@brenalaw.com
mailto:lgould@brenalaw.com
mailto:jwakeland@brenalaw.com






Docketing Statement Attachment 
Page 1 of 3 

 

Attachment to Docketing Statement A 
 

List of Parties and Counsel in Superior Court Case 
3AN-21-08869 CI 

 

APPELLANT 
2.   Party 3.   Attorney 
City of Valdez and Mark Detter Robin O. Brena  (ABA #8410089) 

Jake W. Staser (ABA #1111089) 
Laura S. Gould (ABA #0310042) 
Jon S. Wakeland (ABA #0911066) 
Brena, Bell & Walker, P.C. 
810 N Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone:  (907) 258-2000 
Fax: (907) 258-2001 
Email:  rbrena@brenalaw.com  
 jstaser@brenalaw.com 
 lgould@brenalaw.com 
 jwakeland@brenalaw.com 

APPELLEES 
4.   Party 5.   Appellee’s Attorney 
Alaska Redistricting Board 
 

Matt Singer  (ABA #9911072) 
Lee Baxter  (ABA #1510085) 
Kayla J. F. Tanner (ABA #2010092) 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 
420 L Street, Suite 400 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: 907-339-7125 
E-Mail: msinger@schwabe.com 
  lbaxter@schwabe.com 

  
  

mailto:rbrena@brenalaw.com
mailto:jstaser@brenalaw.com
mailto:lgould@brenalaw.com
mailto:jwakeland@brenalaw.com
mailto:msinger@schwabe.com
mailto:lbaxter@schwabe.com
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APPELLEES (cont.) 
4.   Party 5.   Appellee’s Attorney 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough and Michael 
Brown 
 

Stacey C. Stone (ABA #1005030) 
Gregory Stein (ABA #1011095) 
Holmes Weddle & Barcott, P.C. 
701 W 8th Avenue, Suite 700 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: 907-274-0666 
Fax: 907-277-4657 
E-mail: sstone@hwb-law.com 
  gstein@hwb-law.com 

4.   Party 5.   Appellee’s Attorney 
Felisa Wilson, George Martinez, and 
Yarrow Silvers 

Holly C. Wells (ABA #0511113) 
Mara E. Michaletz (ABA #0803007) 
William D. Falsey (ABA #0511099) 
Zoe A. Danner (ABA #1911094) 
Birch Horton Bittner & Cherot 
510 L Street, Suite 700 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: 907-276-2550 
Fax: 907-276-3680 
E-mail: hwells@bhb.com 
  mmichaletz@bhb.com 
  wfalsey@bhb.com  
  zdanner@bhb.com 

  
4.   Party 5.   Appellee’s Attorney 
Calista Corporation, William Naneng, 
and Harley Sundown 

Eva R. Gardner   (ABA #1305017) 
Michael S. Schechter (ABA #1405044) 
Benjamin J. Farkash   (ABA #1911095) 
Ashburn & Mason, P.C. 
1227 West 9th Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: 907-276-4331 
Fax: 907-277-8235 
Email:  eva@anchorlaw.com 
  mike@anchorlaw.com 
  ben@anchorlaw.com 
 
 

  

mailto:sstone@hwb-law.com
mailto:gstein@hwb-law.com
mailto:hwells@bhb.com
mailto:mmichaletz@bhb.com
mailto:wfalsey@bhb.com
mailto:zdanner@bhb.com
mailto:eva@anchorlaw.com
mailto:mike@anchorlaw.com
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APPELLEES (cont.) 
4.   Party 5.   Appellee’s Attorney 
Doyon, Limited; Tanana Chiefs 
Conference; Fairbanks Native 
Association; Ahtna, Inc.; Sealaska; Donald 
Charlie, Sr.; Rhonda Pitka; Cherise 
Beatus; and Gordon Carlson 

Nathaniel Amdur-Clark  (ABA #1411111) 
Whitney A. Leonard        (ABA #1711064) 
Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Miller & 
Monkman, LLP 
725 East Fireweed Lane, Suite 420 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
Phone: 907-258-6377 
Fax: 907-272-8332 
E-mail: nathaniel@sonosky.net 
  whitney@sonosky.net 

  
4.   Party 5.   Appellee’s Attorney 
Municipality of Skagway and Brad Ryan Robin O. Brena  (ABA #8410089) 

Jake W. Staser (ABA #1111089) 
Laura S. Gould (ABA #0310042) 
Jon S. Wakeland (ABA #0911066) 
Brena, Bell & Walker, P.C. 
810 N Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone:  (907) 258-2000 
Fax: (907) 258-2001 
Email:  rbrena@brenalaw.com  
 jstaser@brenalaw.com 
 lgould@brenalaw.com 
   jwakeland@brenalaw.com 

  
4.   Party 5.   Appellee’s Attorney 
State of Alaska Thomas. S. Flynn (ABA #1910085) 

State of Alaska Department of Law 
1032 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: 907-269-5100 
E-mail:  thomas.flynn@alaska.gov 

 

mailto:nathaniel@sonosky.net
mailto:whitney@sonosky.net
mailto:rbrena@brenalaw.com
mailto:jstaser@brenalaw.com
mailto:lgould@brenalaw.com
mailto:jwakeland@brenalaw.com
mailto:thomas.flynn@alaska.gov
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 

In the Matter of the     ) 
      ) Supreme Ct. No. S-   
      ) 
2021 Redistricting Plan.   ) Superior Court Case Nos. 
      ) 3AN-21-08869 CI 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on February 17, 2022, I served by e-mail, upon counsel listed 

below, the City of Valdez and Mark Detter’s (1) Notice of Appeal, (2) Statement of Points 

on Appeal, (3) Docketing Statement with the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

from which this appeal is taken, and (4) this Certificate:

Attorneys for Alaska Redistricting Board 
Matt Singer, Esq. 
Lee Baxter, Esq. 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 
E-Mail: msinger@schwabe.com 
  lbaxter@schwabe.com  
 
Attorneys for Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough and Michael Brown 
Stacey C. Stone, Esq. 
Gregory Stein, Esq. 
Holmes Weddle & Barcott, P.C. 
E-mail: sstone@hwb-law.com 
  gstein@hwb-law.com  
 
Attorneys for Felisa Wilson, George 
Martinez, and Yarrow Silvers 
Holly C. Wells, Esq 
Mara E. Michaletz, Esq. 
William D. Falsey, Esq. 
Zoe A. Danner, Esq. 
Birch Horton Bittner & Cherot 
E-mail: hwells@bhb.com 
  mmichaletz@bhb.com 
  wfalsey@bhb.com  
  zdanner@bhb.com  

Attorneys for Calista Corporation, 
William Naneng, and Harley Sundown 
Eva R. Gardner, Esq. 
Michael S. Schechter, Esq. 
Benjamin J. Farkash, Esq. 
Ashburn & Mason, P.C. 
Email:  eva@anchorlaw.com 
  mike@anchorlaw.com 
  ben@anchorlaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Intervenor Doyon Limited et al. 
Nathaniel Amdur-Clark, Esq. 
Whitney A. Leonard, Esq. 
Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Miller & 
Monkman, LLP 
E-mail: nathaniel@sonosky.net 
  whitney@sonosky.net 
 
Attorney for the State of Alaska 
Thomas. S. Flynn, Esq. 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Alaska Department of Law 
E-mail:  thomas.flynn@alaska.gov 
  

mailto:msinger@schwabe.com
mailto:lbaxter@schwabe.com
mailto:sstone@hwb-law.com
mailto:gstein@hwb-law.com
mailto:hwells@bhb.com
mailto:mmichaletz@bhb.com
mailto:wfalsey@bhb.com
mailto:zdanner@bhb.com
mailto:eva@anchorlaw.com
mailto:mike@anchorlaw.com
mailto:nathaniel@sonosky.net
mailto:whitney@sonosky.net
mailto:thomas.flynn@alaska.gov
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Office of the Lieutenant Governor 
Kevin Meyer 
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1700 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
E-mail:  k.meyer@alaska.gov  

 
 
 
 
 

 

DATED this 17th day of February, 2022. 
 
 
      //s// Mary G. Hodsdon   
      Mary G. Hodsdon, Paralegal 
      Brena, Bell & Walker, P.C. 

810 N Street, Suite 100 
      Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
      Phone: (907) 258-2000 

mailto:k.meyer@alaska.gov
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